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authority uniformly cited, and generally in the words of the original 
narrator. It is therefore a work of the greatest utility, and 
almost necessary to one who would form an intimate acquaintance 
with the history of the first planting of New England. 

A new edition has long been wanted, as the old one was no 
where to be purchased, and was only to be found in old libraries. 
The editor of the present edition, besides adopting a more mod- 
ern and uniform orthography, and introducing in their proper 
places the additions and corrections made by the author at the 
end of each part of the original publication, has adopted a more 
intelligible mode of referring to the authorities quoted, and has 
added a few explanatory notes. Every public library in the coun- 
try ought to be furnished with a copy of this work. 



5. — Summary of the Practical Principles of Political Economy, 
with Observations on Smith's Wealth of Nations, and Say's 
Political Economy. By A Friend op Domestic Indus- 
try. Cambridge. Hilliard & Metcalf. 8vo. pp. 88. 

As we have not room to examine this work in detail, we shall 
do no more than give our impressions of its character in a few 
words. The first part, called a ' Summary,' consists of a series 
of brief maxims, or principles, on the various topics of political 
economy, methodically arranged. The second part is made up 
of criticisms on some of the opinions of Adam Smith, and of Say. 
The principles show an acute mind, quick in research and de- 
cision ; they are sometimes sound and pithy ; but, as far as we 
understand the subject, they are often of dubious import, and 
very often entirely erroneous. Precipitancy, imperfect examina- 
tion, and a proneness to decide on first impressions, we fear have 
in too many cases led the author astray. We know of no science 
requiring more patient investigation, than the one which is here 
briefly dispatched in a series of aphorisms. It is a science in- 
volving all the relations of political and soeial life, and has proved 
itself too much for the grasp of many of the first order of minds, 
after years of laborious study and inquiry. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that our author should fall into many mistakes, in at- 
tempting to comprise the whole in so short and hasty a sketch ; 
and that, too, with some professions of originality and new illus- 
trations. Such an undertaking would have appalled most men, 
and the courage, which, in defiance of such obstacles, has 
prompted this attempt, may demand our praise even in its 
failure. 
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The criticisms on Adam Smith and Say, which constitute the 
second part of the work, are not altogether to our liking. We 
agree with our author in some of his objections to the doctrines 
of those great leaders in the science ; in a few cases, he has detected 
these with discrimination, and exposed them with force ; in others, 
he has called up old objections and confuted them in the old way ; 
in others still, he imagines them to exist where few will accord to 
him a discovery. Adam Smith was one of the master spirits of 
his age, possessing a mind of extraordinary power and resources, 
and throwing a new and brilliant light upon every subject he 
touched. In such a man's opinions there may be errors, but they 
are not the errors of a hasty decision, or of a feeble grasp of his 
subject; nor are they to be confuted by a syllogism, a sentence, 
or a paragraph. Smith and Say have passed the ordeal of the 
world, not as exhibiting a new science in its perfection on the day 
of its birth, but as writers of very great merit on political econo- 
my, who stand indeed at the very head of the list, and whose 
errors, compared with the truths they enforce, are as a drop in the 
sea. Their faults are mere specks on the bright mirror of their 
fame. Let these be cleared away, but in a manner, which shall 
show equal respect for the judgment of mankind, in assigning to 
these writers so a high a rank, and for themselves as honest ex- 
pounders of a system, which they believed to be true, and 
which they put forth the strength of their genius to develope and 
explain. 



6. — A Map of the New England States, Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connec- 
ticut, with the Adjacent Parts of New York and Lower 
Canada; compiled and published by Nathan Hale. Bos- 
ton, 1826. Engraved by J. N. N. Throop. 

In illustrating the geography of New England, nothing has 
recently come before the public, which can be deemed of so much 
importance as this map. It has been the work of several years, 
with all the facilities for executing such an undertaking, which 
could be obtained by a diligent research, and a free access to the 
means of knowledge. It is drawn on a scale sufficiently large to 
exhibit the boundaries of every town, and all the important geo- 
graphical features of the country which it embraces ; and the 
public have the surest pledge of its accuracy, not more from the 
known ability of the editor to execute such a work, than from the 
uncommon advantages, which he has possessed, in the variety and 



